
    The Birth of The 
    National League

It was on the day of           
Feburary  2, 1876, William 
Hubert, who was the 
President of the Chicago 
White Stockings, who 
competed in the final two 
National Association
 seasons, organized a 
meeting in New York City 
to create a stable league 
that would last a while. 
The National League has 
been active ever since. 
The orginal charter teams 
were;     
   Boston Red Caps,  
Chicago White Stockings,             
Cincinnati  Red Stockings, 
Hartford Dark Blues, 
Louisville Grays, New York 
Mutuals, Philadelphia Ath-
letics and St. Louis Brown 
Stockings.    

The Birth of    
Baseball (1839)
•  In the                         

summer of 1839 in               
Cooperstown, New 
York, a man named 
Abner Double-
day surposenly             
invented the game 
known as baseball.

• Doubleday would 
later fight in the 
civil war where he 
became a hero.

• However this 
story proven to be 
untrue because 
Doubleday was 
still at Westpoint        
College in 1839 as 
he claims he had 
no part invent-
ing the game of 
baseball.

• The history of   
baseball and the 
origin is much 
more complicated 
than  expected. 
That have been 
games similar 
to the game of 
baseball that  have 
been played back 
to the 18th century.

• Baseball direct     
ancestors appear 
to be two English 
games: cricket and 
rounder.

In September 1845, 
a group of men from 
New York City men 
founded the New 

York Knickerbocker 
Baseball. One of 

the gentlemen who 
was a volunteer 

firefighter and bank 
clerk Alexander Joy 
Cartwright- would 
codify a new set of 

rules that form basis 
of modern baseball.
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 First World Series

  The first ever World Series 
was played between the 
Boston Americans of the 
American League against 
the Pittsburgh Pirates in 
1903.

The 1903 World Series 
was a best-of-nine series, 
with Boston prevailing five 
games to three, winning 
the last four.     Boston 
Americans are now known 
as the Boston Red Sox.

In the series, the Boston 
Americans were down 3-1 
and won the four games 
to win the World Series 
title.It was this very series 
that proved the American 
League can play with the 
National League best.

 The First 

Baseball League
   Another convention   
was held in New York on 
March 10, 1958. In this               
particular convention the 
first organized baseball  
was formed as the National  
Association of Base Ball 
Players (NABBP) 

William H. Van Cott was 
the former and president 
of the Gotham Club, 
was elected president.            
Everyone of the 22 teams 
that were in attendence 
were from New York.

In 1860 the annual 
N.A.B.B.P. convention held 
in New York City reported 
the membership had        
increased to 62 clubs.  

The National Association 
would only last until 1875. 
Then the National League  
was born on February 2, 
1876.    

The 
Rules of the 
Game
It was in September 20, 
1845 that the first set rules 
of baseball was put into 
place by Alexander Cart-
wright, owner of the Knick-
erbocker Base Ball Club.

There were 20 rules that 
famously became known 
as the “Knickerbocker Rule.” 
Although only 14 rules that 
were applied to the field.  
One rule did stand out and 
that rule was Rule 13 where 
a player could not be out 
by being hit by the baseball 
itself as a thrown ball.

The Base Ball Convention in 
1857 was held in New York 
City. Daniel “Doc” Adams,  
who was elected President 
of the Convention and 
headed the Committee 
and Rules and Regulations. 
Adams changed the game 
to the length of nine equal 
inning as setting the dis-
tance of 30 yards between 
all bases.

 

Did You Know?
That Babe Ruth was a pitcher with the Boston Red Sox? 
He was traded to the New York Yankees. That’s when the 
“Curse of the Bambino”  was born as the Yankees would 
win 26 World Series before Red Sox finally won in 2004.

Origins of Baseball


